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Sent Out in His Power 
On Sunday July 19th, Kirkwood 

took time to pray and commis-

sion members of the Malaysia 

and Vietnam Mission trip.  In all, 

there are 12 members in the 

mission team; some of the mem-

bers travelled to VN earlier this 

summer and will meet up with 

A Powerful Testimony of Redemption  

On July 3rd, Kirkwood hosted 

a special program featuring the 

testimonies of several Chris-

tians visiting from Vietnam.  

One gentleman, Trung Nam, 

recounted the story of Godõs 

redemptive power in his life.   
 As a young man 

searching for fulfillment, Trung 

rebelled against his family and 

was involved in all types of 

vices, including gambling, steal-

ing, crime, and alcohol.  His 

wayward life caused a tremen-

dous amount of heartache and 

pain for his parents who unsuc-

cessfully and desperately tried 

help him time and again.   
 Despite all these  vices 

that Trung found himself in, he 

realized that they did not satisfy 

his search for purpose and mean-

ing in his life.  It was during this 
time of rebellion that Trung be-

came involved in drugs.  Beyond 

any of the other vices he had be 

involved in before,  drugs be-

came an overwhelming force in 

his life and his addiction com-

pletely overtook his life.  He 

started to steal from his family 

and commit other crimes to 

support his addiction.  On more 

than 6 occasions, Trung was 

arrested and put in jail.  Trung 

tried all manner of ways to stop 

the drug use, but found that he 

was powerless to the lure of the 

drugs.  Trung realized now that 

he had hit the bottom. 
 It was at this darkest 

hour in Trungõs life when he  met 

up with an old friend that he 

used to run around with.  Like 

him, his friend was also involved 

in the same troubles and vices he 

was.  But this time, Trung re-

counted how he noted a differ-

ence in his old friend.  His friend 

told him who he had now be-

come a Christian, and how God 

had changed his life.  He was no 

longer living in the sinful life he 

had in the past.  While the words 

touched Trung, it was his friendõs 

countenance that compelled him 

the most.  As Trung recounts, his 

friend had a bright countenance 

that was full of life.  Trung made 

the fateful decision to turn his life 

over to Christ and accepted Jesus 

as his Lord and Savior.   
 Through Godõs trans-

formative power, Trungõs life was 

changed dramatically.  For over 

14 years he  had been hopelessly 

addicted to drugs, but God freed 

him from the bondage of this 

addiction in 2 weeks.  The change 

in his life was as clear as night and 

day, so much that his wife, his 

parents, his wifeõs family, and 

many others came to know the 

Lord!  
 God is now using him 

to minister to others.  Trung is 

currently travelling throughout 

the U.S. to tell as many people he 

can about Godõs redemptive 

power.  During KCõs program, 

there were 3 persons who turned 

their life over to Christ.  He also 

is serving in a church in Vietnam 

specifically helping those who face  

substance abuse issues. 

the team in Malaysia.  All reports 

are that the trip was very suc-

cessful. With over 200 people 

accepting Christ.  We will have 

more information and stories of 

Godõs work in Malaysia and as 

the mission team returns. 

  

 

Go and  

make  

disciples of  

all nations...  
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Friday night: 

7:30 PM  Message  

 Saturday: 

9:30 to 10:15 AM                 Praise & Worship   

10:30 to 11:45  AM Special Message 

11:45 to 12:45  PM Lunch/Refreshments 

1:30 to 3:00 PM   Workshop 

3:30 to 5:00 PM  Q&A Session 

5:30 to 6:30 PM  Dinner/Refreshments 

6:45 to 8:00 PM  Message 

 Sunday: 

9:15 to 10:45 AM  Worship Service 

11:00 to 12:00 PM Lunch 

12:15 to 1:15 PM  Workshop 

1:30 to 3:00   Sharing and Testimonies 

The schedule for KCõs Fall Revival Conference has been 

set as below.  Pastor Nhan (Nathan) Ho will be our guest 

speaker and topics for the conference have been left to 

Pastor Nhan to determine, based upon what God has 

placed in his heart for KC.  Members of local Vietnamese 

churches are also be invited to attend this special revival 

conference. 

New KC Administrator  

As Kirkwood Church grows 

and ministries in the church 

continue to develop and ma-

ture, there will be a greater 

amount of work that will need 

to be done.  A good portion of 

this work has been shouldered 

by members of the ministries 

and a portion has been taken 

care of by Ministry Leaders 

Committee (Ban Dieu Hanh) 

and the Leadership Board (Ban 

Chap Hanh).   
 In the past several 

months, KCõs leadership board 

has had a backlog of items and 

administrative work that re-

mains to be taken care of.  To 

help with these tasks, BCH has 

asked Ms. Thanh-Chau (Pearl) 

Huynh to take on new role as  

church administrator. 
 Ms. Huynh has exten-

sive background in administra-

tion as well as accounting.  Her 

experience includes being ad-

ministrator for Vietnamese 
Inter-Denominational Bible 

Institute, as well administrative 

work for various college insti-

tutions and companies.  She 

has a bachelorõs of science in 

Christian Education, and 

earned her masters of divinity 

(M.Div.) at Alliance Theological 

Seminary in 1998.   
 As KC administrator, 

she will assist the Leadership 

Board with compiling informa-

tion for the church calendar, 

updating church directory, 

helping with church literature 

mailings, and other clerical 

work.  With her background 

and training, she has also ex-

pressed interest in working 

with Pastor Kim to develop the 

English Service, following  up of 

members, and possibly working 

with Womenõs ministry.   
 Kirkwood Church 

welcomes Ms. Huynh! 

What is the future of the 

Vietnamese Church here in 

America?  Perhaps it is a 

question that we donõt often 

ponder, but ought to...   
 It is undeniable 

that the demographics of the 

Vietnamese population in the 

U.S. continues to change.  

The needs and the charac-

teristics of our community 

differ greatly than that of 

those who came here in the 

mid 70õs and eighties.  When 

we look at the second gen-

eration Vietnamese (those 

who were born here), we 

see an even greater shift of 

the Vietnamese population in 

terms of language, culture, 

and traditions. 

 If we believe that 

the church is to have an 

impact on our community, 

do we also believe that the 

church has to be culturally 

relevant?  Does the church 

have to òspeakó in terms 

that are understood by our 

audience in order to reach 

them?   
 Undoubtably, we 

stand firm on the fact that 

the Living Word of God 

does not change, but the 

methods by which it is com-

municated must.  The mes-

sage, its meaning, and its 

power remains the same, but 

the delivery and language 

with which it is communi-

cated must change.   Think 

of Jesus during His ministry.  

When Jesus spoke and taught 

on earth, He often used par-

ables and analogies in His 

preaching that were relevant 

and made sense to His audi-

ence.  If Jesus came today 

(instead of 2000 years ago), 

would he still use the same 

parables and analogies, or 
rather others that would be 

common to us in the 21st 

century?  I donõt know, and it 

would be presumptions to 

assume to know, but my 

guess would be the later. 
 The question re-

mains, therefore, if we believe 

that the Vietnamese styled 

church of the 80õs and 90õs 

which we grew up in willbe 

able to meet the needs of the 

next generation of Vietnam-

ese Americans?  Do we know 

of family members and friends 

who have joined American 

churches because their needs 

are better met there?  Or will 

the Vietnamese Church have 

to transition, as the popula-

tion who we are trying to 
reach has also changed, to 

continue to be a relevant and 

effective force for influence 

for Christ? 
 We pray that God 

Himself, who ultimately makes 

the church grow, will give us 

the wisdom to be the faithful 

and steadfast church He de-

sires. 

 

Editorial: Vietnamese American Church 
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Prayer is an essential part of the Chris-

tian life, and this month, Kirkwood 

Church highlights the Intercessory 

Ministry.  There are 15 members in 

the IM, and while its activities are not 

readily seen, we believe that the re-

sults of its activities, through answered 

prayer, is!  Each Sunday morning, while 

most of us are still asleep, these faith-

ful men and women get up early to 
pray together via telephone at 5AM.  

During this prayer time, needs will be 

brought forth, and each person will 

pray for a specific need or issue for 

the church or church member.  The 

issues that are brought before God in 

prayer vary widely and include specific 

Greetings from Pastor Kim 

Tran 

 
It is a joy to be a part of this 

new family in Christ. I am 

still learning and getting to 

know each and everyone of 

you. Each of you is very 

special and precious in my 

sight. I am here to serve, to 

help, to assist, to pray, to 

guide you spiritually and 

intellectually as much as God 

allows me. In other words, 

what I want to say is do not 

be timid to come to me for 

all your questions and spiri-

tual needs. If you do not 

have any issues just approach 

me anyway and give me a 

Ministry SPOTLIGHT: Intercessory Ministry  

SHALOM é MAY THE PEACE OF CHRIST BE WITH YOU ALL  

warm hug or a hand shake 

or a hello. 
 I have really en-

joyed meeting some of you 

already. It is such an inspira-

tion to learn of your faith, 

love, zeal and commitment 

for the Lord. I have been 

asking God how I can be an 

instrument for his kingdom 

at Kirkwood Church while I 

am still assessing the needs 

of the congregation. 
 The first thing that 

I need to do is to update the 

membership list of Kirk-

wood Church. So in the next 

few weeks a wonderful lady 

will ask you to fill out some 

personal information.  Her 

name is Ms Pearl Chau and 

she is going to update the 

Kirkwood church directory. 
 The second thing is 

having a follow up plan after 

we get our new church direc-

tory. We need your help to 

let us train you in different 

follow up methodologies. 
 The third thing is 

the board has asked me to 

build up the English Congrega-

tion. I am going pass out a 

survey form to be filled out. 

So I need your help to give 

me some ideas or information 

on who we can reach out to, 

who are your friends that we 

can contact and what is the 

best way to go about it. Also 

give me some thoughts about 

how we can improve the 

service. 
 The fourth thing 

that I have in mind is to pro-

pose a vision plan to the 

church board (BCH) that God 

has revealed to me for ex-

panding Kirkwood Church for 

the next 5 years. 
 I believe that God 

will bless us abundantly if we 

all work together as one 

team. Because when we are 

one, Christõs Spirit will be 

with us and will use all of us 

for his good. 

 

For Christ Kingdomõs sake, 

Rev. Kim Tran 

requests for the health of KC members, 

for the ministries of the church like Ban 

Thanh Nien (young adults), for growth 

and unity in the church, and for the pas-

tors and leaders of KC, among many, 

many other issues.   

 Prayer is foundational to the 

strength of the church and as Mr. John 

Nguyen, head of the Intercessory minis-

try states, the òbreath of life for the 
church and every member.ó  Any issues 

that members of KC would like the IM 

to pray about can be brought to persons 

in the IM or to Mr. Nguyen.  Those who 

want to join in the Sunday morning 

prayer are also welcomed.   

  

Hereõs the Count as of 6/09: Hereõs the Count as of 6/09:   
150 150 Gospel Seeds planted!!!  Gospel Seeds planted!!!  

Amen!!!Amen!!!  
  

Members are encouraged to keep sharing Members are encouraged to keep sharing 

and keep count! and keep count!   
  

Remember to participate in HK4 Ministry Remember to participate in HK4 Ministry   

(See schedule on page 4).(See schedule on page 4).  


