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Building Better Lines of Communication  

As Kirkwood grows and the 

various ministries in the church 

mature, there will be an ever 

increasing need for better com-

munication.  This communication 

will be necessary between the 

Leadership Board (BCH) and the 

various ministries in the church, 

between ministry leaders and 

their respective members, and  

between member with member. 
 In the past year, the 

Leadership Board has worked 

hard on trying to develop better 

understanding as well of flow of 

information between itself and 

Updates on Facility Lease 
This September, Kirkwood 

signed a new agreement with 

First Baptist Church regarding 

use of the facilities.  While all 

the details of this agreement  

can not be covered here, the 

new agreement is for a 4 years 

and KC will pay the same 

amount that we have been con-

tributing for the first 6 months.  

After that time, there will be a 

25% increase in the monthly 

lease amount.  Following each 

year, this amount may be in-

creased based upon the funds 

required for maintenance opera-

tions of the facility up to a maxi-

mum of 5%.  Additionally, FBCA 

has requested that KC obtain 

our own liability insurance.  

KCõs ministries via this newslet-

ter, meeting monthly with the 

Ministry Committee (Ban Dieu 

Hanh), placing prayer requests 

and issues that the Leadership 

Board is addressing in the Sun-

day program, and now via the 

website.  In the near future, the 

Leadership Board will meet 

periodically with ministry lead-
ers in order to better under-

stand the needs and challenges 

as well as any issues that KCõs 

ministries may be facing.   Be-

yond this, the Leadership Board 

hopes to create a forum and 

environment in which members 

feel comfortable to provide 

honest and constructive feed-

back to the Leadership Board.  

Members who have issues they 

would like to bring to the atten-

tion may do so on Sundays dur-

ing BCHõs weekly short meet-

ings at 11:45 AM.  
 The Leadership Board 

encourages members to avail 

themselves to the sources of 

information above made avail-

able by the Leadership Board to 

stay informed on the activities of 

he church. 

There is also a provision for 

either KC or FBCA to end con-

tract with 90 days notice should 

such an event become necessary.   
 Overall, FBCA ex-

pressed their happiness to have 

Kirkwood Church on their cam-
pus and to see Godõs work 

through our church.  Kirkwoodõs  

representatives expressed our 

gratitude for the ability to wor-

ship at this very opportune and 

special location. 



 

 

Gospel to 

1000 Update 
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KC members have planted a cumulative  

730 seeds.  That means that we have 

shared the Good News to 730 people 

who may have not otherwise heard of 

the saving grace of God, some for the 

very first time.  We believe that it is 

Godõs truth that changes peopleõs lives 

and that God will continue to bless KC 

through our faithfulness in carrying out 

His Great Commission.  If you have 

not participated, you aree highly en-

courage you to take part in this pro-

ject! 
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Hereõs the Count as Hereõs the Count as 

of 9/09: of 9/09:   
730 730 Gospel Seeds Gospel Seeds 

planted!!!  Amen!!!planted!!!  Amen!!!  
  

Members are Members are   
encouraged to keep sharing encouraged to keep sharing 

and keep count! and keep count!   
  

Remember to participate in Remember to participate in 

HK4 Ministry HK4 Ministry   

(See schedule on page 5).(See schedule on page 5).  

 

 

A Few Points About the Activities of Menõs and 

Womenõs Ministry...  

To Keep in Your Prayers 
¶ Pray for personal revival and revival 

for our church 
¶ Pray for Godõs providence and that He 

will provide Kirkwood its own facili-

ties 
¶ Pray for better communication and 

understanding among members 

¶ Pray for Godõs leadership over BCH 

and BDH 
¶ Pray for KCõs Christmas outreach 

program, December 24th, 2009. 
¶ Pray for displaced in Vietnam due to 

recent typhoons 

¶ Pray for MS Kim and Co Chau in VN 

Dear ladies and gentlemen, 

 
 As autumn was just beginning 

with yellow leaves falling and a milder 

climate that followed a blistering and hot 

summer, the Menõs and Womenõs Minis-

tries joined together in our Heavenly 

Fatherõs love for our first combined fel-

lowship service.  We first wanted to 

praise and delight in the glory of Our 

Triune God, and secondly to gather to 

discuss and share in the responsibilities 

for the Fall Revival Conference. 
 We felt the closeness among 

each other  and were able to hear Pastor 

Mai share the Word of God in Colos-

sians 3:23 which says òWhatever you do, 

work at it with all your heart, as working for 

the Lord, not for menéó  Through this 

message, testimonies and praise reports 

that we were able to hear, we were 

able to appreciate and recognize the 

awesome power of God that He con-

tinues to reveal to His people.  Our 

hearts were incredibly moved.  After 

this time of fellowship, the Menõs and 

Womenõs Ministries came together for 

a special time of prayer for Mr Cau 

Pham, the head of the Menõs Ministry 

who was critically ill in the hospital.   
 May the Holy Spirit always 

remind each and every one of us to 

òwork at it with all your heart, as work-

ing for the Lord,ó united in our vision,  

together in love, in spirit, and in mind.  

And may God also light our way and 

build up each of our lives in order that 

we might discover blessings the Lord 

has given us in order to contribute a 

hand to the work at Kirkwood Church 

here.  Obviously, we are weak human 

beings and there may be difficult cir-

cumstances, resources that are lacking, 

and obstacles in our wayébut by the 

wondrous grace and mercy of God, 

and by Jesusõ own will to prosper the 

church, His body is established and is 

full of life.  This is the very church 

for which Christ has poured out 

His BLOOD to redeem and es-

tablishé. 

 
Timothy Phan 
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Every Sunday, several KC members make the short trip out to 

HK4 Mall to set up a small table with tracts and information 

about Kirkwood Church.  As people walk by and stop at our 

table, KC members take the opportunity to tell them about 

our church, our ministries, and about the Good News of Jesus 

Christ.  This has been a faithful ministry of Kirkwood since the 

founding of KC.   

 Recently, we have advertised our free English, Viet-

namese, and  guitar classes which have garnered much interest.  

Also, several Thanh Nien have been coming out to HK4 to  

give out balloons to children and talk to their parents. 

 While the result is entirely in Godõs hands, each 

week there are people to hear the Gospel for the first time 

and others who confess their faith and ask Jesus to be their 

Lord and Savior, for which we give God all the glory. 

 The HK4 Evangelism ministry takes place every Sun-

day from 2:30PM to 4:00PM.  If you have not participated in 

this ministry, you are highly encouraged to do so.  This ministry 

allows members to exercise their faith and put it into practice 

and gives us the invaluable opportunity to share Godõs love 

with others in a real and direct way. 

Hanhõs World Famous Congee Recipe 

Serves 5 persons: 
 

1 cup rice 

½  lb ground pork or pork paste(gio 

song) 

1 tsp salt 

3 tsp high quality fish sauce 

3 tsp sugar 

2 Knor chicken broth bouillon 

2 large King Oyster mushrooms 

1 bag Bunapi straw mushrooms 

1 small onion 

1/3 tsp ground black pepper 

1 tbsp olive oil 

5 shallots 

4 green onions (white portion) 

6 preserved duck eggs 

½ bunch cilantro (garnish) 

1 small jar fried onions (garnish) 

Ministry SPOTLIGHT:  

HK 4 Evangelism 

Preparation:  
Boil preserved duck eggs for 30 min-

utes.  Remove shells and cut into 8 

pieces each.  Rinse rice and allow to 

drain approximately one hour before 

cooking.  Peel and de-vein shrimp.  

Pound shrimp together with 5 ???, ½ lb 

of pork paste, 1 tsp fish sauce, 1 tsp 

sugar,  and 1/ tsp salt, 1/3 tsp pepper.  

Mix these ingredients well until 

smooth in texture.  Cut the oyster 

mushroom into thin slices.  Remove 

roots of straw mushrooms, wash thor-

oughly and allow to water to drain off. 

 

Directions for cooking:   

In a 4 quart pot, add 3 quarts of cold 

water and put on high heat.  Add 2 tsp 

sugar, 1 tsp salt and 2 Knor chicken 

broth bouillon.  Bring to a boil, then 

add in rice that has been rinse and 

drained.  Use a spoon to stir the rice 

to prevent burning.  When the water 

returns to a simmering boil for 10 

minutes, then  add the King Oyster 

mushrooms.  Ten minutes later, add 

the shrimp and pork paste mixture 

(use a teaspoon to make very small 

meatballs), turning the heat to high to 

allow shrimp and pork paste mixture 

to cook.  Skim off foam and then let 

simmer.  Add straw mushrooms, pre-

served duck eggs, 1 tbsp olive oil, shal-

lots, and green onions.  Season with 

fish sauce to taste. 

HONG KONG 4 HONG KONG 4   

MINISTRY SCHEDULEMINISTRY SCHEDULE  

WEEK MINISTRY 

10/18 Trang Nien 

10/25 Youth 

11/1 Marriage for Good 

11/8 Young Adults (Thanh Nien) 

11/15 Cao Nien 

11/22 Trang Nien 

11/29 Youth 

12/6 Marriage for Good 

12/13 Young Adults (Thanh Nien) 

12/20 Cao Nien 
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3rd Quarterly Kirkwood Financial Report for 2009  
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So  T ien T hu

Vao (R eceived)

$ 11,559.00 $ 19,245.75 $ 12,394.05 

So  T ien C hi

R a(Expensed)

$ 12,107.56 $ 13,276.22 $ 14,644.26 

B alance ($ 548.56) $ 5,969.53 ($ 2,250.21)

July A ugust September

JULY TO SEPT. ï09 

GIVING  

TOTAL 
$43,198.80 
($47,297.88*) 

EXPENSES 

TOTAL 
$40, 028.04 

($46,254.98*)  

QUARTERLY 

BALANCE 
$3,170.76 
($1,042.90*) 

RUNNING  

BALANCE 
$72,972.80 
($69.824.04*) 

Thanks to Chu Hoa Trinh, Anh Danny Tran, and Budget Committee for providing 

above information. 

Recent Budgetary Changes 
As a church, we believe that God will 

always provide for our needs.  It is 

through the faithful giving of its mem-

bers that KC is able to carry out its daily 

operations and ministries.  It is the re-

sponsibility of the Deaconõs Board to 

manage the finances of the church.  Each 

quarter, the Treasury Board (Danny 

Tran and Mr. Hoa Trinh) presents a 

summary of the budget during our fel-

lowship meal as well as in the newslet-

ter.  The Leadership Board is working 

on ways to provide members more de-

tailed information regarding the use of the 

tithe.  Our monthly budgetary uses will 

be listed in the newsletter (as seen on 

page 6).   BCH would like to remind 

members that if they have any questions 

regarding the churchõs finances, they can 

contact Danny or Mr. Hoa Trinh di-
rectly for further information.  This has 

always been the case and will remain so. 
 BCH wants members to be up 

to date regarding the use of all funds 

received through tithing.  In addition, 

BCH wants to inform KCõs members of 

recent changes in the budget over the 

past 3 quarters.  As noted on page one, 

KC will have an increase of 25% in its 

monthly contribution towards use of the 

facilities within 6 months due to the new 

lease agreement with FBCA.   KC will 

also set aside new funds for liability in-

* Previous quarter numbers for comparison 

surance (as requested by FBCA).  Based 

upon 2008õs approximate monthly 

budget, this years monthly expenses have 

increased approximately 15% and will 

rise to 19.5% in 6 months (due to higher 

lease amount and addition of liability 

insurance costs).  A portion of this in-

crease has been due to addition of much 

needed staff.  It is important to note that 

the monthly budget represents money 

that is designated for ministry activities 

and available for use, rather than actual 

use, which may be lower than budgeted.  

Also, KCõs current monthly budget for 

2009 does not include special programs 

expenses (i.e. Easter, Fall Revival, Christ-

mas Programs, etc.) which may result in 

funds being used in addition to monthly 

budgeted amount.   For 2010, BCH an-

ticipates incorporation of these costs 

into the yearly/monthly budget.  
 Another goal that BCH has 

implemented is to save $2,000 per 

month towards ad fund for KCõs own 

building fund.  This fund is the current 

running balance of $72,972.80.  The 

monthly tithe is first used to meet every 

ministriesõ monthly financial needs;  the 

surplus amount (if any) is put towards 

the building fund.  As indicated above in 

the quarterly report,  KC has been short 

of this goal for all 3 quarters of 2009 

(meeting approximately only 95%, 17%, 

and 53%, of this goal in the 1st, 2nd, and 

3rd quarters respectively).  I 
 In addition, BCH has also made 

cuts to several ministries in the previous 

months in areas where funds were not 

utilized or not needed.  Among other 

areas, these cuts were made mainly to the 
website and KC Seals ministries (whose 

members have graciously volunteered to 

provide their own funds and therefore are 

not currently receiving any funds from 

KC). 
 BCH continues to financially 

support all ministries and ministry-based 

activities of the church from the funds 

received through faithful tithing of its 

members.  BCH also understands the 

need for frugal and appropriate steward-

ship of these funds for use in the ongoing 

ministry and vision of Kirkwood Church. 

 

åTest me in this," says the LORD Al-
mighty, "and see if I will not throw 
open the floodgates of heaven and 
pour out so much blessing that you 
will not have room enough for it.æ 

 

Malachi 3:10 



 

 

Every good and perfect gift is from above, 

coming down from the Father of the heav-

enly lights, who does not change like shift-

ing shadows  (James 1:17). 

 
We thank God for all the blessings that 

He bestows upon us, His beloved chil-

dren.  As humans, even we know how 

to give good things to our children.  

How much more does God give good 

things to His own (Matthew 7:11). 
 We delight in and enjoy the 

blessings that He gives uséthe won-
derful family, close friends, the church, 

our health, house, car, finances, and so 

on.  We thank God for the gifts and 

talents Heõs graciously given us and the 

opportunities Heõs provided.  Even the 

difficulties that come our way in life 

turn out to be blessings in disguise.  

Most of all, we thank God for the 

blessing of having a personal relation-

ship with Him and for salvation.  If we 

were to count all our blessings (if that 

were even possible), we would then 

understand with our finite minds to 

some minute degree how infinitely 

God loves and cares for us! 
 Some blessings seemingly fall 

directly from Heaven, sent to us from 

God himself, like a miraculous restora-

tion of our health when we are sick, for 

example.  And while God does not use 

UPS or FedEx, other blessings we have 

in life are sent to us through people in 

our lives.  God them others to bless us.  
The question arises, therefore, if God 

can use a person to bless if they are not 

blessed themselves?  This is not to say 

that there is a person out there who 

has no blessings because everyone is 

blessed by God in some way (whether 

by common grace or special grace).  It 

is, rather, to question if one can be 

used by God to bless another in a cer-

tain aspect of life if they themselves are 

not bless in that very aspect of their 

own life.  I would submit that such a 

thing would not be possible. 
 For His Children who ac-

knowledge His blessings, does God 

therefore bless us for our own good 

and only our own?  Are the blessings 

we receive to be stored in our own 
silos of wealth and prosperity for our 

enjoyment only?  Or are we blessed to 

be a blessing?  Did God bless me with 

the financial prosperity, the material 

wealth, the beautiful family, the close 

friends, my health, the productive ca-

reer, the once in a lifetime opportuni-

ties for me alone to hoard for myself?  

I would submit that the answer is 

òNo.ó 
 Abraham was chosen by 

God to be the Father of many nations 

and descendants.  God blessed Abra-

ham and promised him that he would 

be a channel of blessing to all nations: 

 
I will make your descendants as numerous 
as the stars in the sky and will give them 

all these lands, and through your offspring 

all nations on earth will be blessed. 

(Genesis 26:4) 

 
In a direct way, we are blessed as a 

result of the blessing that Abraham 

was blessed with.  It is a chain reac-

tion.   And in a direct way, each bless-

ing in our lives can and should be a 

blessing to others in one facet or an-

other.  We need to bless others with 

those blessings with which we have 

been blessed. 

God bless you. 

Editorial: Blessed to Bless 
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