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Kirkwood Church Marks 3rd Anniversary  

Kirkwood Church Hosts Christmas Program  
This year, local Vietnamese 

churches will have a joint 

Christmas celebration on 

Saturday, December 5th.  

Kirkwood is honored to be 

chosen as host for this special 

occasion, which will start at 7 

PM.  This yearõs theme is 

òEmmanueló meaning òGod is 

with us.ó  There will be sepa-

rate but simultaneous Viet-

namese service with Pastor 

Nha Trong for Garden 

Grove, California as the guest 

speaker and our own Pastor 

David Mai as guest speaker 

for the English service.   This 

program is for everyone and 

members of all local churches 

are encouraged to come as 
well as invite their friends to 

come.  Each participating 

church will contribute to the 

to a portion of the program, 

and their will  also be combined 

adult and childrenõs choir com-

posed of members of all local 

churches (Choir will meet on 

This November marks Kirk-

woodõs 3 year anniversary.  

How times files!  One the 21st 

of this month, KC will celebrate 

our 3rd Year Anniversary and 

Thanksgiving together with a 

special church dinner at 7 PM. 
 This  dinner will be a 

great time of fellowship as well 

November 29th at 3PM at KC 

to rehearse).  After the ser-

vice we will have a wonderful 

Christmas fellowship meal . 

as a time in which we can reflect 

upon the great blessings that 

God has given us over the past 3 

years.  As a church body, we  

have experienced Godõs power-

ful presence and work among us 

over these past few years.  We 

are thankful for the new visitors, 

believers, and new members 

that have come into the Kirk-

wood family.  We also thank 

God for each other and for the 

faithfulness of those who have 

served tirelessly over the past 

year in the various ministries of 

the church.  Members will have 

a chance to give their personal 

testimonies and praise reports 

as well.   
  Our 3rd anniversary 

serves as a stepping stone for us 

to the future.  Throughout this 

year, we can look back upon the 

lessons we have learned from 

both our successes  and failures 

to continue to build the founda-

tions for a strong and vibrant 

church.   



 

 

I am not ashamed 
of the gospel, 

because it is the 
power of God for 
the salvation of 
everyone who 

believes  
 

Romans 1:16a 
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Hereõs the Count as Hereõs the Count as 

of 9/09: of 9/09:   
760 760 Gospel Seeds Gospel Seeds 

planted!!!  Amen!!!planted!!!  Amen!!!  
  

Members are Members are   
encouraged to keep sharing encouraged to keep sharing 

and keep count! and keep count!   
  

Remember to participate in Remember to participate in 

HK4 Ministry HK4 Ministry   

(See schedule on page 4).(See schedule on page 4).  

 

 

To Keep in Your Prayers 

¶ Pray for our upcoming programs  
¶ Thanksgiving/Kirkwoodõs 3rd 

Year Anniversary, Nov. 21st 
¶ Joint Christmas Celebration for 

all local Vietnamese churches 

¶ HK4 Christmas Project 
¶ KC Christmas Outreach Pro-

¶ Pray for Godõs guidance of BCH as 

they continue planning for 2010.  

¶ Pray for recently absent members  

¶ Pray for members who will be bap-

tized on November 29th  

¶ Pray for displaced and hurting peo-

ple in Vietnam due to recent storms  

¶ Pray for continued growth and 

This Christmas, in the Young Adult 

Groupõs Christmas skit, we will be 

taken back in time to be an eyewit-

ness to history.  In the skit, reporters 

of our own KNN (Kirkwood News 

Network) take us back in time with a 

special time machine to report on 

the breaking news and events sur-

rounding Jesusõ birth.  Our investiga-

tive reporters give their analysis on 

the impact that Christmas, and in 

particular, Jesusõ birth has on human 

history and in each and every believ-

ersõ life.   

 This program will take place 

on December 24th (Christmas Eve) at 

7:00 PM.  Multiple preparations are 

underway and any KC member inter-

ested in helping out is encouraged to 

volunteer.  Lots of work and prepara-

tion remains, so please lend a hand!  

Please contact Anh Khoa Vo (general 

program coordinator) or the Young 

Adultõs group (BTN) for more infor-

mation 
 As this is an outreach pro-

gram, KC members are also encour-

aged to invite friends and family mem-

bers to this special Christmas program 

which will be a great event.  Invitations 

will be available soon! 

Be An Eyewitness to Jesusõ Birth... 
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I Found Myself Again...  

As usual, I started my day as a nurse, 

holding my posture high and proud. 

Proud of being a part in saving lives.  It 

did not last long at all that day, though, 

when visiting hours started. When my 

patientõs family members started run-

ning me around like a robot; òDo this, 

do that.  Heõs not comfortable.  Can 

you do something?  I donõt know what 

heõs saying,  The tube is in the way.  Try 
to understanding his lips, please?  He 

has a BIG cough.  Itõs O.K.?ó  and the 

story went on and on nonstop. By 

11:00 AM, I was already exhausted. I 

said to myself, òThis is it.  Iõm going to 

stop being nice, stop being different, 

stop being a CHRISTIAN!  These peo-

ple are running all over me!ó  Then, for 

the first time I started to question God. 

Why did you put me in this profession? 

I felt more like a maid than a critical 

care nurse.  Why am I not having the 

passion for the sick like I used to?  Then 

as the day went by, I came to learn 

more about my patientõs illness, his 

background, the familyõs closeness, their 

culture, and how much the young man 

meant to the family. God softened my 

heart.  I prayed for God to change my 

perceptions and reactions toward them. 
I became more involved in the plan of 

care. I aggressively pressed all disci-

plines to be actively involved in the care 

and educate them as necessary.  My day 

ended at 8:00 PM. Overly tired...more 

so than ever, I felt it was all worthwhile. 

 Today is the fourth day on 

duty.  Everyone in the intensive care 

unit noticed that I looked tired. In fact, 

some even gave me a sympathetic 

look.  But for me, it was only the out-

side they saw.  People judge by the 

outside, but God sees your heart.  I 

have such a joy inside.  It was an inde-

scribable joy to see my patient slowly 

improve each day. He went from being 

totally paralytic to being able to lift his 

arms and legs.  Family members are 

now less apprehensive and more edu-

cated, knowledgeable of the disease 

process.  The patient, although he could 

not speak yet, gave signs that heõs pray-

ing for me that God would give me 

strength to take care of him, and for me 

to pray for him.  With teary eyes and 

chilling emotions, I said a prayer for 

him.  At that moment, God touched my 

heart.  I came to understand once again 

the purpose of me being here.  Jesus 

said He came to serve, not to be 

served.  Iõm here to serve, not to be 
served.  Everything that happens will 

work out for a greater good.  I came to 

understand that wherever and whatever 

position Iõm in, I have to think of a 

greater purpose.  It may not be evident 

at first, but He will reveal it to me. 

òSeek and thee shall findé.ó  I found 

my purpose once again.  Iõm a nurse and 

thatõs what I will do! God put me there 

for a reason.  

What about you?  Where are you 

standing at the time?  Have you had 

similar feelings like I did?  KC friends, I 

encourage you to bring them to the 

feet of Jesus.  He is more than big 

enough for you.  I assure of that.  Have 

you lost purpose in life? Have you lost 

the passion in what you do?  Come to 

Him; come seek His guidance.  I assure 

you that He will guide you!  Come 

friends, come to Jesus. Heõs waiting 

patiently. 

 

GOD BLESS KC, 

Gracie  

JOIN THE PARTY! 
 

YOUTH ( Thi u Niên) 

CHRISTMAS PARTY  

Dec. 20th @ Pastor Maiõs 
 

YOUNG ADULTS,  YOUNG 

MARRIED COUPLES (MFG), 

INTERNATIONAL  
STUDENT MINISTRY 

CHRISTMAS PARTY  

Dec 19th 

The KC Evangelism team will set up a 

booth on Dec. 12th* at HK4 for local 

children to take pictures with Santa 

Claus.  We will have information 

about our church and also use this 

opportunity to invite community 

members to our Christmas Eve pro-

gram.   Itõs another way we are reach-

ing out to the Vietnamese community.  

Contact Hai Vo or Paul Pham (anh 

Viet) for more information on how 

you can take part! 

HK4 Christmas 

Project 
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During the past couple of months, the 

church has had some changes regarding 

the churchõs treasury and of course, this 

change is meant to be for the better. 

Running a church is tough work, and 

having to be one of the main ministry 

leaders for the church is a very large, 

respected position, but its extra tough! 

With so many ministries within our 

church, keeping up with all the money is 

almost a full time job! So I caught up 

with our fellow treasurers to see what 

they have in their treasure box.  

 
Mai:  Being one of the treasurers of 

the church, what do you notice is a 

big concern towards money? I.e.: Re-

imbursement, use of money, etc. 
Tai : My concern is the use of money.  I 

pray that God gives us His wisdom to 

manage His money according to His will 

and purpose.  
Jackie: From my perspective is that 

there is a lack of good structure/

hierarchy of approvals on what can or 

should be purchased.  People may think 

that we need certain things, go out and 

purchase them and then want a reim-

bursement.  I am not sure, but I don't 

think people realized or take notice of 

what we as the church take in and 

spend.  We only have so much to give as 

we receive unfortunately.  This is not 

the first and probably not the last time 

where we will see months go into a 

deficit.  Every little bit is accounted for 

and is accountable.  Amounts add up 

from a couple hundred to a few extra 

un-needed thousands in a year. 

  
Mai:  As the church is growing, do 

you notice that more people tithe? 

Has the tithing of the congregation 

been consistent? Are we declining in 

what we give? If so, what do you think 

the reason for that is? 
Tai : Yes I notice that people tithe more, 

and the church has not really been con-

sistent with the tithing. The tithing has 
been up and down.  The economy may 

have some effect to it, but so far, our 

church is doing pretty good thanks to 

our faithful church givers. 
Jackie: Tithing has increased, but not at 

the same rate of the growth of the 

church itself.  There are a few reasons, 

and the main one is the economy.  It's 

easy to say that you will give that ten 

percent but if your spouse is laid off or 

hours are cut it's difficult and the truth is 

that if certain necessitiesõ aren't met then 

other things have to be cut to make up 

for the loss in income.   

 
Mai:  What can we do as a church to 

be more productive in our money 

management? Should everyone check 

for every item that they purchase?  
Tai : We need to revisit our budget and 

cut some of the funding that are not 

affective and also control our spending. 

And yes, every item should be thor-

oughly thought about before being pur-

chased. 
 Jackie: It's hard to say.  From my per-

spective being an auditor I say that we 

should have a purchase approval system 

where a purchaser gets approval from 

designated people before he or she can 

make the real purchase.  Certain pur-

chases should be approved by the dea-

con board if it is over a certain amount.  

People may call in micro-managing, but I 

say it as using limited resources responsi-

bly.   

 
Mai:  With our current funds, is it 

possible for us to purchase a new fa-

cility? 
Tai :  Honestly, NO.  But everything is 

possible when we give it into the Lord's 

hand. 
Jackie: The straight answer is no.  It 

makes me truly sad to say that. But it is 

the truth. Without even putting that 

certain amount aside, we are already in 

trouble for certain months.  It has been a 

while since we've had an excess of 
$2,000.  If right now we can just make 

rent, how can we really say that we can 

make a large note every month.    

 
 Mai: When we first merged, every min-

istry received a check for a certain 

amount of money to spend per month 

towards the ministry, now that we 

donõt give out money to all these minis-

tries, do you think that is a better way 

of doing things? Is money handled more 

wisely now that one person is in charge 

of it all?  

Tai : Yes. 
Jackie: In theory, it's supposed to be that 

way.  Centralizing things should have cut a 

lot of cost, but there is something about 

when something is purchased it MUST be 

reimbursed.  So in truth, yes it has helped, 

but not much. 

  
Mai: Referring to the previous ques-

tion, is it stressful taking care of all the 

church's money?  

Tai : Not really. 
Jackie: In a way it is, sometimes especially 

the first Sunday of the month when I am 

writing checks, it's hard to know if every-

thing we're spending out will come back 

by the end of the month, I write about 18 

checks on the first Sunday of the month.  I 

don't think people realize how much it 

takes to run a church.  We in essence are 

like a business, even though we are most 

active on Fridays and Sundays doesn't 

mean that things get prorated just because 

we don't use them.   

 
Mai: We have a new system now, I 

recently just heard about it, but when 

we want to spend money, we have to 

request it from BCH. Can you elabo-

rate on this? And why the change? 
Tai :  We just want to know the money 

that will be use will have an impact to the 
ministry (IE:  reaching out to the lost, 

follow up with new & old believers, help-

ing needy and etc...).  We also need to 

save money for a new building that we 

may worship HIM without limitation. 

Jackie: All in all this needs to be a church 

effort.  The Deacon Board can discuss 

about it day and night, we can cut all we 

want or try, but in the end it is the power 

of the people.  Whether they are com-

pelled to give more or spend less.     

Ministry SPOTLIGHT: Budget Committee  

The òFUNó in 

FUNDSé. 
 

 
Interview 

with Budget  
Committee 

members 

by Mai Do 



 

 

12001 Moonmist @ 

Kirkwood 

Houston, TX 77072

(281) 459 -7783 

 

KIRKWOOD  KIRKWOOD  

CHURCHCHURCH   

Weõre on the Web!  

Check us out at 

Kchouston.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS:  

Thanksgiving Program November 

21st 

Christmas Program for 

Houston Vietnamese  

Churches (Held at KC) 

December 

5th 

HK4 Christmas  

Project 

December 

12th 

Christmas  

Outreach  

Program 

December 

12th 
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News to share??? Needs to announce???  Put it 

in this Newsletter. 
 

  Contribute to Kirkwood Church½s 

Newsletter   

HONG KONG 4 HONG KONG 4   

MINISTRY SCHEDULEMINISTRY SCHEDULE  

WEEK MINISTRY 

11/15 Cao Nien 

11/22 Trang Nien 

11/29 Youth 

12/6 Marriage for Good 

12/13 Young Adults (Thanh 

Nien) 

12/20 Cao Nien 


